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A - Maple Grove Trail (3 minutes)

B - Loop Trail (8 minutes)

C - Low Mobility Trail (5 minutes)

Valley View Forest

Directions: From Chimacum Corner, travel 
1.7 miles south on Center Rd to the gravel 
driveway on the left (opposite mailbox for 
1720 Center Rd, and approximately 300 ft 
south of Short's Family Farm entrance). 
This leads to Valley View Forest public 

parking area.
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Valley View Forest Field Guide
Below are just a few examples of the plants, wildlife, and features 

you may see in the Valley View Forest.

Western red cedar
Thuja plicata
Western red cedars are shade-
tolerant conifers that can grow 
for more than 1,500 years. They 
typically only grow in forests after 
other trees, including Douglas 
firs, have established themselves 
and matured. The tree’s wood is 
naturally resistant to rot.Photo by Wendy Feltham

Bald Eagle
Haliaeetus leucocephalus
Bald eagles soar from perches 
on tall trees and standing snags 
as they scour the landscape for 
small mammals or fish. They 
appear mottled light and dark 
brown as immature adults before 
developing their white crown, 
often in their fourth year.

Coyote
Canis latrans
Coyotes are canines native to 
North America. They’re highly 
adaptable and will find ample 
habitat and foraging opportunities 
in this forest and in the farm 
valley below. They live in family 
units or in loosely knit packs of 
unrelated individuals.Photo by Robert Tognoli

Western sword fern
Polystichum munitum
Western sword ferns are native 
to western North America. 
They thrive in many forest 
environments, provide an 
abundance of habitat and shelter 
opportunities for insects and 
small wildlife, and have a long 
history of human use.Photo by Jefferson Land Trust

Pileated Woodpecker
Dryocopus pileatus
Pileated woodpeckers are native 
to North America. They create 
cavities in standing snags (dead 
trees) while foraging for insects 
living in the decaying wood. The 
cavities created provide critical 
shelter and nesting spots for 
other birds and wildlife.

Douglas fir
Pseudotsuga menziesii
Douglas fir trees are sun-loving 
conifers that can readily grow 
for 600-800 years and, given 
the right conditions, rise 300 feet 
above the forest floor. Their wood 
is prized for building material and 
their bark becomes more deeply 
furrowed as the trees age.Photo by Jefferson Land Trust

Decomposing stumps 
and logs
Trees decomposing on the 
ground add nutrients to soil and 
help new forest plants to grow, 
like the salal shown here growing 
in a stump. Decomposing trees 
also soak up water over the 
winter and release it slowly over 
the dry months of summer.Photo by Jefferson Land Trust

Bobcat
Lynx rufus
Bobcats are medium-sized 
North American cats. They are 
relatively common, but rarely 
seen. They may use the forest 
trails while humans are not 
around, and will find abundant 
shelter in the wood piles, hollow 
trees, and logs in this forest.Photo by Tamara Caldwell

Bigleaf maple
Acer macrophyllum
Native to western North America 
and found mostly near the 
Pacific coast, bigleaf maples 
have the largest leaves of 
any maple tree. Their thick, 
branched trunks and large 
branches often provide the 
perfect habitat for moss to grow. Photo by Jefferson Land Trust

Varied Thrush
Ixoreus naevius
These colorful songbirds live in 
mature conifer forests and ring in 
spring with the distinctive, simple 
notes of their call. Common in 
the Cascades, northern Rockies, 
and Pacific coast area, they eat 
insects in the warm months and 
berries and seeds in the winter. Photo by Joe Baier

Photo by Wendy Feltham

Photo by Jefferson Land Trust


